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Session 8: Joseph, God’s Servant Joseph, God’s Servant
Genesis 42–45

At the age of 17, Joseph, considered a pest by his brothers, was sold into slavery in Egypt. 
Eventually Joseph ended up in an Egyptian prison for a crime he did not commit. In prison 
for two years, and likely unsure of what the future held, Joseph was suddenly summoned 
by Pharaoh. What could have been going through Joseph’s mind? Whisked from his prison 
cell, Joseph was cleaned, shaved, and provided clothing appropriate for Pharaoh’s court. 
Joseph was presented to Pharaoh who began questioning him about some dreams the king 
was having.

Hearing Pharaoh’s dreams, Joseph provided the interpretation. Since the king’s 
cupbearer had instructed Pharaoh of the accuracy of Joseph’s previous interpretation, 
Pharaoh had no reason to consider the interpretation to be anything other than true. 
Satisfied with Joseph’s interpretation, and in agreement with Joseph’s suggested course of 
action, Pharaoh immediately promoted Joseph from prison dweller to the second-highest 
ranking member of Egyptian society. For 13 years while Joseph lived in Egypt, he had been 
either enslaved or in prison. In one single day, Joseph became the second most powerful 
person in Egypt. God had always been with Joseph and now had allowed Joseph to be put 
into a position that would eventually bring salvation to Joseph’s family.

After seven years of abundant crops, the famine Joseph correctly predicted had come 
to Egypt and the surrounding nations. Joseph became a sort of secretary of agriculture and 
began to distribute grain. Joseph saw his brothers coming from Canaan. Testing the men 
to see if their attitudes had changed, Joseph eventually discovered their grief for what they 
had done to him. Though the men initially did not know it was Joseph to whom they were 
talking, Joseph eventually revealed himself to them. Joseph provided land and food to 
sustain his family and moved them from Canaan to Egypt. Joseph knew that whatever his 
brothers had originally intended for him, God planned for good!

Session 8
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OVERVIEW

CONNECT  
 WITH FAMILIES
Provide these weekly 
resources to help families 
explore the Bible together.
• Explore the Bible at Home 

(Printable: Music & Print 
Extras)

• Preschool Activity Page
• Preschool Family Card

LEADER TIP!
Include this special  
missions-focused activity  
in addition to preschoolers’ 
Bible Explorations.

MISSIONS ACTIVITY: DESIGN A CHURCH  
WELCOME SIGN

Tools: Bible, large piece of poster board, washable markers, stickers, pictures 
of church buildings (print images from a web site)

• Display the pictures of church buildings. Tell children that when a 
new church structure is built, a sign is often put up to tell people in 
the area about the church or how to find it. 

• Direct children to use the markers to design a sign to welcome 
people to your church. Ask the preschoolers what words should be 
on the sign. Write the words on a separate piece of paper for older 
children to copy on the sign.

• As children work together, tell them: “We can welcome people to 
our church to learn from the Bible and worship God.”

SESSION FOCUS
TEXT TRUTH
Joseph forgave his brothers.

BIBLE STORY
Genesis 42–45

BIBLE VERSE
Ephesians 4:32

CHRIST IN CONTEXT
Genesis is a book about beginnings—the beginning of the world, the 
beginning of a people chosen by God, and the beginning of God’s plan to 
restore all people to Him through His Son, Jesus.

BIBLE SKILLS: Preschoolers will . . . 
• Remember the names of familiar Bible people.
• Remember and tell a familiar Bible story and Bible fact.

8
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BIBLE STORY

BIBLE VERSE

From the Bible text: 
Be kind and compassionate, forgiving one another. Ephesians 4:32

Paraphrase:
Be kind and loving and forgive one another. Ephesians 4:32

LEADER TIP
You choose! Are your 
preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? 
Decide which wording of 
the session Bible verse you 
want to use with your group.

TEXT TRUTH
Joseph forgave his brothers.

BIBLE STORY 
Joseph and His Brothers
Genesis 42–45

BIBLE VERSE 
Be kind and loving and forgive 
one another.  
Ephesians 4:32

LEADER TIP! 
Remind preschoolers that a 
famine is a time when no rain 
falls and crops die because 
there is no water. When that 
happens, people do not have 
food.

JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS
Genesis 42–45

Joseph had been away from his family for a long time. Now he lived in 
Egypt and worked for Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. Joseph became an 
important leader and helped people get ready for seven years of famine.

Joseph made sure plenty of grain was stored and ready for the people in 
Egypt when crops dried up and no one could get food.

Joseph’s father, Jacob, heard about the storehouses of grain in Egypt. Jacob 
told Joseph’s brothers to get grain for their family.

Joseph’s brothers traveled from their home to Egypt to get some of the 
stored grain. Joseph learned about this and called the brothers to his house.

“I am your brother,” Joseph said to his brothers. “Don’t be worried. God 
sent me here for this important work. When I left our homeland many 
years ago, you did not know this would happen, but God did.”

The brothers were surprised. They thought Joseph was angry with them.

But Joseph wasn’t angry. He loved his brothers. He forgave them. 

“Now hurry home to our father and tell him this news. I want all of you to 
return and live nearby. I will take care of you and your children,” Joseph 
said. 

Then Joseph kissed his brothers and cried. Joseph loved his family and was 
kind to his brothers.
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CIRCLE TIME

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

GATHER

• Announce to boys and girls when it is time to clean up activity materials 
and move to Circle Time. 

• As the children arrive in the circle, give each one a letter from the Game 
Pieces. Lead preschoolers to place their letters on the strip. Ask: “What 
Bible book name is this?” 

• When the children respond “Genesis,” say: “Let’s review some of the 
stories we’ve heard.” Show the Story Pictures for sessions 1–7 and briefly 
review each story.

HEAR THE BIBLE STORY

• Say: “Today we have one more story from the Book of Genesis.”

• Open your Bible to Genesis 42 and tell the story in your own words.

• Hold up today’s Story Picture for children to see.

• Call one child at a time to get a Question Card. Ask the child one 
question from the back of the card and help him respond.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

• Comment: “Today we learned that Joseph forgave his brothers for what 
they had done to him many years before. Our Bible verse tells us we 
should do the same.”

• Select a child to open a Bible to the marker placed at Ephesians 4:32. 
Lead boys and girls to say the verse with you.

PRAY

• Call on volunteers who would like to say a prayer.

• Pray, asking God to help children be kind, loving, and forgiving to others.

TOOLS
• Bible
• Music & Print Extras

PACK ITEMS
1–7 Story Pictures
  8  Story Picture: Joseph and 

His Brothers
22  Game Pieces (letters and 

strip for Genesis)
24 Question Cards
30 October Verse Markers
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers. Use the Bible in every exploration.

SHOP FOR FOOD

Tools: Bible, play food, empty 
food packages, play money, toy 
cash register, paper or cloth 
bags, toy shopping cart or 
basket 

• Set up a market, placing 
food items on shelves or 
tables. Make room for a 
check-out and bagging 
area.

• Children can take turns 
being shoppers and 
workers in the market. 

• Say: “Families often go to 
markets and stores to get 
food. Sometimes people 
grow their own food.
Joseph’s family lived in a 
place where no food could 
grow. They needed food. 
So the family traveled to 
Egypt to get food.”

• Review the Bible story.

BUILD ROADS & DRIVE 
CARS

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 

Joseph and His Brothers, 

wooden blocks, toy cars, colored 

masking tape  

• Invite boys and girls to use 

the tape to make roads for 

the cars. Preschoolers can 

also build block structures 

along the roads.

• Open the Bible to Genesis 

42 as the children play. 

• Show the Story Picture to 

the children. Say: “Joseph’s 

brothers traveled a long 

way from Canaan to Egypt. 

They probably walked 

most of the way or rode in 

wagons.”

• Help each child find and 

point to Joseph’s name in 

the Bible. Comment that 

Joseph loved his brothers 

and forgave them.

TEXT TRUTH
Joseph forgave his brothers.

BIBLE STORY 
Joseph and His Brothers
Genesis 42–45

BIBLE VERSE 
Be kind and loving and forgive 
one another.  
Ephesians 4:32

PACK ITEMS
  8  Story Picture: Joseph and 

His Brothers
30 October Verse Markers
33  Book: God’s Plan for 

Families
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

BOWL OVER BOTTLES

Tools: Bible, October Verse 
Markers, empty plastic water 
bottles, foam ball, marker

• Print the words of the 
Bible verse on the bottles, 
one word per bottle. Print 
numbers on the top of 
the bottle caps to guide 
children in putting the 
words in order (1=first 
word, 2= second word, and 
so on).

• Line up the bottles about 
18 inches from a wall.

• Invite a preschooler to roll 
the ball to knock over the 
bottles. He can reset the 
bottles and bowl again.

• Open the Bible to today’s 
marked Bible verse and 
read it. Help the child 
put the words (bottles) in 
order.

• Say: “God wants us to be 
kind and love one another. 
Joseph was kind and 
forgave his brothers.”

COUNT PEOPLE IN 
FAMILIES

Tools: Bible, large piece of 

paper, marker, pictorial church 

directory (opt.), Activity Page 

• Begin talking with a child 

about her family. Ask her 

to name the people in her 

family, then count them. 

Write the number on the 

paper.

• If you have a directory, 

look for pictures of other 

families in your church. 

Help the child count the 

family members.

• Comment: “You have four 

people in your family, 

and I have five people in 

my family. Joseph had 11 

brothers in his family! And 

Joseph loved his brothers.”

• Look at the picture on the 

Activity Page and tell the 

Bible story. Say: “Joseph 

was kind to his brothers 

when he saw them. Joseph 

forgave his brothers.”

UNCOVER BIBLE WORDS

Tools: Bible; Book: God’s Plan 
for Families; shallow box; 
small objects on which to write 
words (wooden block, small gift 
box, plastic cup, plastic lid, so 
on); shredded paper; marker   

• Write these words (one 
word per object) on the 
objects: Joseph, kind, forgive, 
love, Bible. 

• Put a shallow layer of 
shredded paper in the pan 
and hide the objects in the 
paper.

• Invite a child to feel in the 
paper for an object. When 
he discovers one, read the 
word printed on it. Relate 
the word to today’s Text 
Truth, Bible story, or Bible 
verse.

• Say: “Joseph was loving 
and kind to his brothers, 
and he forgave them. A 
verse in the Bible reminds 
us to love others and be 
kind to them.”

• After the child uncovers all 
the objects, read the book.
Thank God for families.
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