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Know What Is True
2 Peter 2–3
Peter laid out for the believers at the end of chapter 1 the reason God’s Word could be
trusted. The people needed to remember that the written words of the prophets came
through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. To recognize false teachers among them, the
churches could compare the truth of Scripture with the words being taught. If human
authors were inspired by the Holy Spirit, then any preaching that did not line up with
Scripture would be easily identified as false.
Peter identified in his second letter some other characteristics of false teachers that
would be further clues to their deceptive ways. False teachers could be spotted because they
would be bold and arrogant. Their arrogance would go as far as to slander God’s created
celestial beings—the angels. Though being slandered, the angels in turn would not slander
God’s created earthly beings. False teachers were openly rebellious to God’s commands and
presented themselves prominently at parties while openly acknowledging their deceptions.
A third thing Peter warned about the false teachers would be their voracious pursuit of
money. These teachers burned with greed, always seeking to secure financial resources to
continue their riotous living and depraved teaching.
As a bookend to the first chapter, Peter dropped his discussion of false teachers in
chapter 3 and moved to a note of encouragement for the churches. While false teachers still
would abound, Peter encouraged the church to do their own study of the Scriptures so they
would know the absolute truth. The best way to not be led astray by the counterfeit gospel
was to know the truth as written by the prophets and teachers.
Finally, Peter spoke of the coming day of the Lord as he taught about Jesus’ eventual
return. Jesus is coming back and while the church waited for Jesus to return, Peter
instructed them to live with holy conduct and godliness. One day, when Jesus returns,
believers will live with Him forever in a new heaven and on a new earth.
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Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide

OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CONNECT
WITH FAMILIES

TEXT TRUTH
Learn more about Jesus.

Provide these weekly
resources to help families
explore the Bible together.
• Explore the Bible at Home
(Printable: Music & Print
Extras)
• Preschool Activity Page
• Preschool Family Card

BIBLE STORY
2 Peter 2–3

BIBLE VERSE
2 Peter 3:18

CHRIST IN CONTEXT
The Book of 2 Peter assures us that Jesus, God’s Son, will return. God will
provide for our needs.

BIBLE SKILLS: Preschoolers will . . .

• Begin to understand that people wrote God’s words in the Bible.
• Understand the Bible teaches us what God and Jesus are like.

MISSIONS ACTIVITY: GUESS WHICH BIBLE
Tools: assorted Bibles including 2 or 3 language Bibles, study Bible, braille
Bible (if available), illustrated Bible, towel or piece of cloth, audio Bible CDs
• Spread the Bibles on the floor. Ask children: “What is different
about these Bibles? What is the same?” Describe the Bibles.
• Say: “I’m going to cover the Bibles with a cloth. Close your eyes.
When you open your eyes, one of the Bibles will be missing.”
• Remove one Bible and tell children to guess which Bible is missing.
• While children play this game, remark: “Bibles can look different
on the outside and the inside. Some have words we know in our
language, and some have words in other languages. But every Bible
tells about Jesus.”

LEADER TIP!

Include this special
missions-focused activity
in addition to preschoolers’
Bible Explorations.

• Thank God for missionaries who help people in other countries
have Bibles they can read.
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BIBLE STORY

PETER’S REMINDERS
TEXT TRUTH

2 Peter 2–3

BIBLE STORY

Peter needed to finish his letter to church friends. Peter was old and tired,
but he still cared about the people and wanted to help them.

BIBLE VERSE

After Peter wrote about the Bible, he began to warn the church friends
about people who told things that were not true. Peter said he knew some
teachers who did not say what was true about Jesus. These teachers
confused people. This was not good.

Learn more about Jesus.

Peter’s Reminders
2 Peter 2–3

Learn more about Jesus.
2 Peter 3:18

LEADER TIP!

Remark that the prophets
who lived long before Jesus
was born told about Him.
Everything the prophets said
came true.

LEADER TIP

You choose! Are your
preschoolers ready to
learn memory verses?
Decide which wording of
the session Bible verse you
want to use with your group.
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Peter wanted his friends to understand the truth about Jesus. Peter wrote:
“Remember what the prophets wrote. Remember what Jesus Himself
taught us. Try to live as Jesus lived.
“Also, remember that God is patient. He wants everyone to know Jesus. Be
careful to believe what is true, and keep on learning about Jesus.”

BIBLE VERSE
From the Bible text:

Grow in the knowledge of Jesus. 2 Peter 3:18
Paraphrase:

Learn more about Jesus. 2 Peter 3:18
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CIRCLE TIME

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
GATHER

TOOLS

• Bible
• Music & Print Extras
• beanbag

• Play music to signal children to clean up activities and gather in the
circle.
• When children are seated, direct them to pass a beanbag as music plays.
Stop the music. Ask the child holding the beanbag to tell something she
knows about Jesus. Continue until every child has a turn to speak.

PACK ITEMS

12 S
 tory Picture: Peter’s
Reminders
31 November Verse Markers

• Say: “You remembered things Jesus did. Peter remembered Jesus and
wrote about things Jesus did and said. Listen to a story to learn what
Peter wrote.”

HEAR THE BIBLE STORY
• Open the Bible to 2 Peter 2. Show the page to the children. Remark:
“Today’s Bible story is from the Book of 2 Peter. It is the second letter that
Peter wrote.”
• Hold the Bible open to the story passage as you tell the Bible story in your
own words.
• Let each child hold and look at the Story Picture for a moment. Ask:
“What did Peter tell the people about Jesus?” (remember what Jesus taught,
believe the truth about Jesus, keep learning about Jesus)

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS
• Invite a child to open the Bible to today’s marked verse. Say: “This verse is
from the letter Peter wrote.”
• Help a child point to the verse in the Bible. Say the verse and reference,
then lead the children to repeat the verse together.
• Repeat the verse in rounds. For example, start with one child saying
the first word, the child next to him saying the second word, and so on
around the circle. When a child says the Bible reference, start over with
the first word. Repeat the round a few times.

PRAY
• Thank God for the children. Ask God to help every child and adult learn
more about Jesus.
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EXPLORATION
STATIONS

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)
TEXT TRUTH

Learn more about Jesus.

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities
and movement for busy preschoolers. Use the Bible in every exploration.

BIBLE STORY

Peter’s Reminders
2 Peter 2–3

BIBLE VERSE

Learn more about Jesus.
2 Peter 3:18

PACK ITEMS

12 S
 tory Picture: Peter’s
Reminders
31 November Verse Markers
32 Book: Letters in the Bible
34 Book: Peter Loved Jesus
35 Bibles Matching Game
36 Picture Spinner

LEADER TIP!

Do not force preschoolers
to dress in the Bible times
clothes, but give them a
choice.
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READ TO DOLLS
Tools: Bible, Book: Letters in
the Bible, Book: Peter Loved
Jesus, other preschool books
about Jesus, 2 baby dolls,
2 quilts or blankets
• Spread the quilt on the
floor and arrange the
books, Bible, and dolls on
the quilt.
• Invite a child to pretend
to read to a doll. The
preschooler can pictureread the book, or you can
offer to read the book to
the child and the doll.
• Help another child open
the Bible to 2 Peter. Say:
“This is where we find
Peter’s second letter. Peter
told church friends to keep
learning about Jesus.”
• Picture-read another book
about Jesus. Say: “Peter
loved Jesus and wrote
about Him. Peter said,
‘Learn more about Jesus.’ ”
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DRESS IN BIBLE TIM ES
CLOTHES
Tools: Bible, Bible times
costumes or long pieces of
cloth to drape over head and
shoulders, digital camera,
Preschool Family Card,
nonbreakable standup mirror
• Show children the picture
on the Family Card. Note
the clothing the people are
wearing.
• Invite a child to dress
like Peter or a Bible times
person and look at herself
in the mirror.
• Suggest that one child
pretend to be Peter and
other children be some of
the church people.
• Lead children to pose like
the people in the picture.
Take a digital photo of the
children.

EXPLORATION
STATIONS

SPIN & MATCH

MAKE A BIBLE VERSE
WRISTBAND
Tools: Bible, Story Picture:
Peter’s Reminders, cardboard
tubes, decorative washi tape,
scissors, adhesive labels
• Before the session, print
or write today’s Bible verse
on the adhesive labels. Cut
the tubes into 2-inch-wide
sections, then slice across
each piece.
• Invite a child to make a
Bible verse wristband. Help
the preschooler cut small
pieces of the tape to cover
the cardboard tube. When
the child finishes, he can
attach one of the Bible
verse labels.
• Show the Stor y Picture to
the preschooler and tell
the Bible stor y. Say: “Peter
reminded people to keep
learning about Jesus. That
is what our Bible verse says.
Let’s say it together.”
• Help the child open the
Bible to 2 Peter 3:18 and
say the Bible verse with
you.

RECORD MESSAGES
Tools: Bible, November Verse
Markers, tape recorder or
electronic device with recording
capability, Preschool Family
Card
• Turn on the device and talk
with a child. Play back the
conversation.
• Record the child saying the
Bible verse or telling things
she knows about Jesus.
Make suggestions such as:
“Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus
came to help people. Jesus
asked Peter to tell people
about Jesus. Peter wrote
letters about Jesus.”
• Play back the recording.
Say: “I heard you tell about
Jesus. Peter told about
Jesus, too.”
• Show the picture on
the Family Card and
summarize today’s Bible
story.
• Help the child find the
names Peter and Jesus in
the Bible.

Tools: Bible, Picture Spinner,
Bibles Matching Game,
Activity Page
• Arrange the items on a
table. Lay the Bible and the
Activity Page nearby.
• Turn the spinner to get a
preschooler’s attention.
Invite the child to turn the
spinner and tell about the
picture on which the arrow
lands.
• Ask: “How can this item be
used to learn about Jesus?
Some children may need
help thinking of ways to
use specific items.
• Tell the Bible story as
the children match Bible
pictures. Comment:
“Peter wanted people to
remember to keep learning
about Jesus. How do we
learn about Jesus? By
reading the Bible!”
• Look at the Activity Page
and say the Bible verse.

Session 12: Know What Is True

101

