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Searching for the King
Matthew 2:1-15
Matthew recorded an event that occurred in Jesus’ childhood. Other than here and in
Luke 2, the Scriptures provide little detail of Jesus’ childhood. Here, Matthew offered a
second Old Testament proof of Jesus being the Messiah. Micah 5:2 identified Bethlehem
as the place of Jesus’ birth. Earlier in Matthew’s account, he declared Jesus’ birth to have
happened in Bethlehem. We see in Matthew 2:6 Matthew recorded that Herod’s chief
priests and scribes quoted Micah 5:2.
The Bible offers few clues as to how much time had passed between the birth
mentioned at the end of chapter 1 and the visit of the wise men in chapter 2. Some scholars
speculate that one to two years had elapsed as Mary and Joseph were now living in a house
in Bethlehem and no longer in a cave or stable. Herod the Great, the ruler in Jerusalem
at that time, had in his old age become increasingly paranoid of threats to his rule. He
had enacted oppressive taxes and ordered the executions of many family members in
order to secure his rule. It’s no surprise that when Herod was approached by the wise men
asking where the one “born King of the Jews” was, Herod was not excited to hear of a new
potential usurper of his throne.
Herod, although half Jewish, sadly needed help to identify where this special
child would be born. His advisors knew well the prophecy from Micah and announced
Bethlehem as the site for this birth. Herod secretly summoned the wise men and advised
them to find the baby so he, Herod, could also worship Him. In reality, Herod had no
interest in worshiping the child and later the wise men were warned in a dream not to
reveal Jesus’ location.
The wise men found the house, fell before Jesus in worship, and presented gifts
designated for royalty. Gold, frankincense, and myrrh were all regal gifts of precious metals
and sweet-smelling perfumes.
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CONNECT
WITH FAMILIES

TEXT TRUTH
People knew the birth of Jesus was important.

Provide these weekly
resources to help families
explore the Bible together.
• Explore the Bible at Home
(Printable: Music & Print
Extras)
• Preschool Activity Page
• Preschool Family Card

BIBLE STORY
Matthew 2:1-15

BIBLE VERSE
Matthew 2:2

CHRIST IN CONTEXT
The Book of Matthew confirms that everything God promised to His
people in Old Testament times came true when He sent Jesus.

BIBLE SKILLS: Preschoolers will . . .

• Begin to understand that a Bible reference includes a book, chapter, and
verse.
• Begin to understand how Bible verses apply to their lives.

MISSIONS ACTIVITY: DECORATE AN OFFERING
CONTAINER
Tools: Bible, empty containers with plastic lids, gift wrap, tape, scissors
• Slit an X in the plastic lids to make an opening in which to insert
coins and paper money.
• Whenever preschoolers show interest in the items, say: “The
wise men took special gifts to Jesus. We can give gifts to others,
too.” Perhaps your church collects special offerings during the
holidays for missions or community ministries. Talk about these
opportunities with the children.
• Invite children to decorate containers to take home. Suggest that
the children and their families save money for an offering.

LEADER TIP!

Include this special
missions-focused activity
in addition to preschoolers’
Bible Explorations.

• Print a short note to parents explaining the purpose of the
container.
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BIBLE STORY

THE SEARCH FOR JESUS
TEXT TRUTH

Matthew 2:1-15

BIBLE STORY

After Jesus was born, some wise men were looking in the sky. They saw a
star brighter than any star they had ever seen. The wise men knew the star
meant that someone important had been born. The wise men believed this
person was Jesus, the King of the Jews.

People knew the birth of
Jesus was important.

The Search for Jesus
Matthew 2:1-15

BIBLE VERSE

We have come to worship
Him.
Matthew 2:2

The wise men wanted to see the special child. They packed up what they
needed and began a long journey. The wise men looked in the sky each night
to see the bright star. The men knew the star shone over the place where
they would find the child.
The wise men reached the city of Jerusalem. They asked people if they knew
how to find the child. The wise men said, “We have come to worship Him.”
The people thought the king might know about Jesus.
The king did not know about Jesus, though. He asked his helpers. His
helpers said that someone long ago had told that the special child (God’s
Son) would be born in Bethlehem.
The king said to the wise men, “Go to Bethlehem to find Jesus.”
The wise men traveled to Bethlehem. They saw the bright star over a house.
The wise men went to the house. They saw Mary and Joseph and the boy
Jesus. The wise men fell to their knees. They worshiped Jesus.
The wise men gave Jesus presents of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The
wise men knew Jesus was special. They thanked God for Jesus.

LEADER TIP

You choose! Are your
preschoolers ready to
learn memory verses?
Decide which wording of
the session Bible verse you
want to use with your group.
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BIBLE VERSE
From the Bible text:

We saw his star and have come to worship him. Matthew 2:2
Paraphrase:

We have come to worship Him. Matthew 2:2
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CIRCLE TIME

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
GATHER

TOOLS

• Play a song and call boys and girls to Circle Time.
• Give each child an instrument. Play another song and lead preschoolers
to listen to the steady beat and play along.
• Comment: “Singing and playing instruments is a way to show we love
Jesus. We are worshiping Him.”

• several Bibles
• Music & Print Extras
• musical instruments
• toy binoculars or a
cardboard tube

PACK ITEMS

HEAR THE BIBLE STORY
• Say: “Just after Jesus was born, the shepherds hurried to Bethlehem to
worship Him. Some other people wanted to worship Jesus, too. Let’s hear
their story.”
• Place a Bible in your lap and open it to Matthew 2. Tell the story in your
own words.
• Pick up the binoculars or tube and begin to look around the room. Say:
“The wise men searched for Jesus. I’m searching for the picture of the
wise men. If you see the picture, please raise your hand.”
• Acknowledge children’s discovery. Say: “Good job! Did you see the star
above the picture? Did that clue help you find the picture?”

4 Story Picture: The Search
for Jesus
(Put the Story Picture in
a part of the room away
from the Circle Time area.
Tape a Large Star Cutout
on the wall above the
picture.)
16 Bible Verse Markers
17 Text Truth Clothesline
18 Clothesline Add-ons

PRINTABLES

• Call on a teacher to retrieve the picture and pass it around the circle.

Large Star Cutout (print 4)

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS
• Ahead of time print these individual words on three Large Star Cutouts:
Matthew, Chapter 2, Verse 2.
• Place today’s Verse Marker in the Bible at Matthew 2.
• Show each star to the group. Say: “We find verses in the Bible by looking
for the book name, the chapter number, and the verse number. Let’s find
today’s verse by searching for the book, chapter, and verse.” Open your
Bible to Matthew 2:2 and show the Verse Marker.
• Ask teachers in the circle to help children find Matthew 2:2 in the Bibles.
• Lead children to say the Bible verse together.

PRAY
• Pray, thanking God for helping us know how special Jesus is.
Session 4: Searching for the King
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EXPLORATION
STATIONS

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)
TEXT TRUTH

People knew the birth of
Jesus was important.

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities
and movement for busy preschoolers. Use the Bible in every exploration.

BIBLE STORY

The Search for Jesus
Matthew 2:1-15

BIBLE VERSE

We have come to worship
Him.
Matthew 2:2

PACK ITEMS

4 Story Picture: The Search
for Jesus
16 Bible Verse Markers
24 Let’s Compare Cards

PRINTABLES

Allergy Sign
Large Star Cutout

LEADER TIP!

After the sachets are
complete, put them in small
plastic bags for children to
take home.
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MAKE A SACHET
Tools: Bible, 10-inch white
or light-colored fabric circles,
fabric markers, packaged
potpourri, spoon, ribbon, small
plastic bags, Allerg y Sign
• Give a cloth circle to a child
and invite him to decorate
it with markers.
• When the child finishes
his artwork, turn the
fabric over. Spoon a small
amount of potpourri in the
center of the cloth.
• Help the child gather the
cloth at the top. Twist the
top and secure it tightly
with ribbon.
• Invite a child to smell his
sachet and describe the
scent. Say: “Some of the
gifts the wise men took
to Jesus were spices that
smelled like perfume.”
• Tell the Bible story from
the Bible. Use your own
words.
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FOLLOW A STAR PATH
Tools: Bible, Bible Verse
Markers, Large Star Cutout,
markers, tape
• Print and cut out seven
stars. Print a word of
the Bible verse on each
star. Print the Scripture
reference on a star. Tape
the stars to the floor to
create a path.
• Place today’s marker at
Matthew 2:2. Set the Bible
on the floor at the end of
the star path.
• Encourage a child to follow
the path and hop from star
to star. Say each word of
the verse as she hops.
• At the end of the path ask
the child to open the Bible
to the marker. Say the Bible
verse together.

EXPLORATION
STATIONS

IDENTIFY SCENTS

CELEBRATE WITH MUSIC
Tools: Bible, Music & Print
Extras, crepe paper streamers,
tape, large colored craft sticks,
Activity Page

SHINE A FLASHLIGHT

• Cut crepe paper into pieces
about 18 inches long. Tape
several streamers to each
craft stick. Give a streamer
stick to each child.

Tools: Bible, large flashlight,
cardboard circle, ice pick
(teacher’s use only), tape, Story
Picture: The Search for Jesus

• Play songs related to
Jesus’ birth and encourage
children to wave the
streamers as they listen to
the music.
• Show children the picture
on the Activity Page. Recall
the Bible stor y.
• Talk with the preschoolers
about celebrations your
church has during the
holiday season.
• Say: “People celebrate
Jesus’ birth. We say, ‘Thank
You, God, for Jesus.’ ”
• Suggest that children wave
their streamers as they
say the Bible verse. Lead
children to sing the Bible
verse.

• Cut a cardboard circle to fit
the end of the flashlight.
Before taping it in place,
outline a star shape in the
circle, then punch holes in
the star outline.
• Tape the circle on the
flashlight.
• Darken the lights if you
can. Give a child the
flashlight to shine on the
ceiling or a wall. Mention
the star the wise men saw
in the sky.
• Remark: “People on ships
use the stars to guide them
on the seas. The wise men
followed the star God
placed in the sky.”
• Encourage the child to give
the flashlight to a friend to
shine light on the ceiling.

Tools: Bible, plastic containers
with lids, cotton balls, extracts
(banana, lemon, almond,
cinnamon, peppermint), Allergy
Sign, Let’s Compare Cards
• Carefully make holes in
the lids. Saturate cotton
balls with the extracts,
placing two cotton balls of
the same extract into each
container.
• Show a child the containers
and tell her that each one
has a distinct scent. Invite
the child to smell a scent,
then try to identify it.
• Ask: “Do you like the
smell? Have you smelled
this before? Does it smell
sweet?”
• Say: “The wise men took
gifts of gold and scented
oils to Jesus.”
• Invite another child to put
together the Let’s Compare
Cards. Relate the star cards
to today’s story.

• Show children the Story
Picture and tell the Bible
story.
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