
FOR THE 
LEADER

Preparing to Go
Joshua 1–2

Joshua, whose name means “Yahweh delivered,” was with Moses from the early days.  
A descendant of the tribe of Ephraim, Joshua was a servant to Moses. Shortly after 
crossing the Red Sea in their escape from Egypt, the Israelites were confronted by the 
Amalekites. Joshua is identified as Moses’ general and led the forces into battle. Later, 
Joshua is seen when Moses is on the mountain talking with God (Ex. 32:17), and is one 
of twelve men chosen to spy in the promised land (Num. 13:8). God had chosen Joshua to 
become the spiritual leader of Israel following Moses’ death. 

After Moses died, Joshua prepared the people to cross over the Jordan River and take 
possession of the land God had promised Abraham many years before. God’s command 
was forthright and not misunderstood. Remember that Joshua had been in this land 
before. As one of the twelve spies, Joshua had seen not only the goodness of the land, but 
the enemies it presented. God knew also that Joshua had been there, so God offered one of 
the most quoted comforts in all of Scripture—be strong and courageous. God offered this 
encouragement three times in this first chapter alone. God wanted Joshua and the people 
to know that God was going with them and no matter what they faced, they could be 
strong in their resolve knowing God was there. 

Immediately following God’s pronouncement of His care, Joshua assembled the leaders 
and prepared them for the crossing. Since the nation was camped across the river from 
Jericho, Joshua sent two spies to observe Jericho. The spies went to Jericho where they 
found refuge in the house of a woman named Rahab. Men from the city saw the foreigners 
and alerted the king, who sent messengers to Rahab to capture the men. Rahab secretly let 
the men down a rope from her window which was built into the walls of Jericho. Promising 
safety for Rahab and her family, the spies returned to Joshua and reported to him that 
there was no question God had handed this city over to Israel. 
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OVERVIEW

10

SESSION FOCUS
TEXT TRUTH
God is with you wherever you go. 

BIBLE STORY
Joshua 1–2 

BIBLE VERSE
Joshua 1:9 

CHRIST IN CONTEXT
Joshua’s leadership of God’s people to the promised land and a time of rest 
is a glimpse of Jesus, our king, who leads us to our eternal inheritance  
and rest.

BIBLE SKILLS: Preschoolers will . . . 
• Remember and retell a familiar Bible story and Bible fact.
• Hear about content of different divisions of the Bible, such as history, 

gospels, and letters.

CONNECT  
 WITH FAMILIES
Provide these weekly 
resources to help families 
explore the Bible together.
• Explore the Bible at Home 

(Printable: Music & Print 
Extras)

• Preschool Activity Page
• Preschool Family Card

LEADER TIP! 
Add the JOSHUA strip to the 
Crossword Clues Door Poster 
(Pack Item 25).  

MISSIONS ACTIVITY: MAKE FRIENDS’ PHOTOS

Tools: Bible, play cameras, real camera or cell phone with photo capability, 
missionary magazine with photos of missionaries (opt.)

• Give a camera to a child. Suggest he take a photo of a friend. If 
possible, take actual photos of children. Show the child the friends’ 
pictures in the viewer of the camera or phone.

• Remark: “Taking photos helps us remember fun times with family 
and friends. I see my friends working together and helping one 
another. That is what God wants you to do. Missionary families 
work together to help people learn about Jesus.” 

• If you have a missionary magazine, show the pictures to the child. 
Summarize the work of a few missionaries.

• Use the missionary photos to make a class poster or slip them into 
a small photo album.

LEADER TIP!
Include this special  
missions-focused activity  
in addition to preschoolers’ 
Bible Explorations.
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BIBLE STORY

JOSHUA LEADS THE PEOPLE
Joshua 1–2

For many years Joshua listened to Moses and learned from him. Now 
Joshua was ready to lead the people to their new homeland.

God told Joshua, “You are now the leader. You and all the people must 
prepare to cross over the Jordan River to reach the land I am giving you. No 
one will be able to take the land away from you. I will be with you, Joshua. 
I will not leave you or forsake you. I will always be with you. Be strong and 
courageous.”

Joshua listened to God. Joshua knew God would guide him.

Joshua told the leaders in the camp, “Tell the people to get ready. We will go 
to the land God has given us.”

Joshua sent two men to secretly look at the land. “Go and scout the land. 
Find out about it.”

The men stayed at the house of a woman named Rahab. Rahab helped the 
men when they were in danger.

The men scouted through the land for three days. Then they returned to 
Joshua and told him everything that had happened to them. The men told 
about the land and the people and the city of Jericho.

“God has given the land to us,” the men told Joshua.

TEXT TRUTH
God is with you wherever  
you go. 

BIBLE STORY 
Joshua Leads the People
Joshua 1–2

BIBLE VERSE 
God is with you wherever  
you go.
Joshua 1:9 

LEADER TIP!
Explain that forsake is another 
word for leave or go away. 

BIBLE VERSE

From the Bible text: 
God is with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9

Paraphrase:
God is with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9

LEADER TIP
You choose! Are your 
preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? 
Decide which wording of 
the session Bible verse you 
want to use with your group.
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CIRCLE TIME

TOOLS
• Bible
• Music & Print Extras

PACK ITEMS
10  Story Picture: Joshua 

Leads the People
16 Bible Verse Markers
17 Text Truth Clothesline
18 Clothesline Add-ons

LEADER TIP! 
Show preschoolers where the 
Book of Joshua is located on 
the Bible Timeline for Kids.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

GATHER

• Walk around the room and quietly say to each child: “Get ready.” After a 
moment, say: “Please join me in Circle Time.”

• When children are in the circle, remark: “I asked everyone to get ready. 
That reminds me about Moses and God’s people, the Israelites. They had 
been camped in the desert wilderness waiting for God to tell them it was 
time to enter the land He promised to give them.”

• Briefly recall previous stories about Moses. 

HEAR THE BIBLE STORY

• Show today’s Story Picture. Point to Joshua. Say: “Moses had been the 
people’s leader for many years. Joshua learned from Moses, and now it 
was time for Joshua to lead God’s people.”

• Place the Bible in your lap and open it to Joshua 1. Tell the story in your 
own words.

• Remark: “I wonder if the people were excited to know it was almost time 
to go into the land God promised.” Talk about how other people in today’s 
story may have felt. Mention Joshua, the spies, and Rahab.

• Attach today’s Add-on to the Text Truth Clothesline and say: “God 
promised to be with Joshua and the people wherever they went.”

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

• Open the Bible to today’s marker and read the verse from the Bible.

• Help preschoolers say the Bible verse from the Bible or the paraphrase on 
the marker.

• Comment: “The Book of Joshua is in the Old Testament. It begins a 
section of books that tells about the history of God’s people.”

PRAY

• Remark: “God promised Joshua that He would be with him wherever he 
went. We can trust that God is always with us, too. ”

• Thank God for always being near to love and care for us. Thank Him for 
hearing us when we pray.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH
God is with you wherever  
you go. 

BIBLE STORY 
Joshua Leads the People
Joshua 1–2

BIBLE VERSE 
God is with you wherever  
you go. 
Joshua 1:9

PACK ITEMS
11  Story Picture: Joshua 

Leads the People
28 Camping Pictures
35 Bible Match Cards

PRINTABLES
Bible Names: Joshua

LEADER TIP!
Follow your church’s safety 
procedures when taking 
children outdoors.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers. Use the Bible in every exploration.

SCOUT THE OUTDOORS

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 

Joshua Leads the People, red 

ribbon, dry erase board, dry 

erase marker

• Use the ribbon to mark 

Joshua 1:9 in the Bible.

• Ask a few children to go on 

an outdoor walk. Say: “Let’s 

scout the land. Joshua 

sent two men to Canaan 

to scout the land and come 

back with a report.” 

• Show children the Story 

Picture and point to 

Joshua. Direct children to 

pose like Joshua. Tell key 

events from the story.

• Walk outdoors to a safe 

area. Tell children to look 

around. Ask: “Do you see 

a river nearby? How many 

trees can you count? Is this 

a good place to live?” 

• Return to the room 

and write the children’s 

findings on the dry erase 

board. 

DRIVE OVER TEXTURES

Tools: Bible, toy vehicles, 
bubble wrap, sandpaper, fleece, 
corrugated cardboard, tape, 
blocks, Activity Page

• Cut the textured items into 
wide strips and tape them 
to the floor end-to-end to 
create a long and bumpy 
road. Add a few turns along 
the way. 

• Move a vehicle on the 
bumpy road. Remark that 
the car moves differently 
over the surfaces.

• While children drive 
vehicles, mention that 
Joshua and the people 
traveled over rough roads 
through the desert and 
mountain areas.

• Show children the Activity 
Page. Say: “Joshua knew 
that God would help him.”
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

EXPLORE BIBLES & WORK 
PUZZLES

Tools: Bibles (a pair of identical 

Bibles and a few other Bibles), 

Bible Match Cards, Bible Books 

Puzzles

• Give children opportunities 

to explore Bibles and learn 

more about the Bible.

• Exploration activities 

might include:  
~ holding a Bible and 

turning the pages to find 

today’s Bible story passage 

or verse.  
~ looking at pictures in 

illustrated Bibles.  
~ locating divisions for the 

Old and New Testaments. 

~ looking at Bible times 

maps and finding places.  

~ finding peoples’ names.

• Lead children to play Bible 

games and work puzzles 

related to the Bible.

• Remark: “The words in the 

Bible are God’s words. God 

told men what to write. 

Everything written in the 

Bible is true.”

SET UP CAMP

Tools: Bible; Camping Pictures; 
small tent or sheet; a few 
flashlights; compass; small 
twigs; tissue paper (red, yellow, 
orange) 

• Set up a small tent or make 
a tent by spreading a sheet 
over a table. Ask children 
to help set up a camp.

• Guide preschoolers to build 
a pretend campfire using 
the twigs and paper. 

• Place the Bible and other 
props inside the tent.

• As children set up camp, 
talk about God’s people 
camping on their journey. 

• Say: “The people camped 
beside a river. They were 
getting ready to cross into 
the land God promised 
them. God told Joshua to 
be brave. God was with 
Joshua wherever he went.” 

• Help children find the 
Book of Joshua in the 
Bible. Locate Joshua 1:9 
and say the Bible verse.

MAKE A PLACES POSTER

Tools: Bible, Activity Page, long 
piece of paper, tape, picture 
cutouts showing places, glue 
sticks, crayons, markers

• Tape the paper to a table 
to secure it. Put the art 
supplies on a tray near the 
table.

• Show preschoolers the 
Activity Page. Say: “Joshua 
looked across the river 
to see the land God was 
giving to the people. 
God promised to be with 
Joshua wherever he went. 
God is with us, too.”

• Ask preschoolers to name 
places they go, then say: 
“God is with you there. 
Let’s make a poster 
showing places where God 
is with us.”

• Write the Text Truth on 
the paper. Lead children to 
glue place pictures or draw 
pictures of places where 
God is with us. 

LEADER TIP!
Add the printable Bible 
Names: Joshua to the puzzles 
to introduce children to 
Joshua’s name.
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