
FOR THE 
LEADER

Marching Around a City
Joshua 6:1-21

News traveled quickly of Israel’s crossing of the Jordan River. The kings that inhabited the 
land became frightened and gave up hope because they knew that the God of Israel was 
greater than their gods. 
 The Israelite people were ready and celebrated the passover. The people stood poised to 
begin their fight to conquer the land. At that moment, Joshua was confronted by a man 
whom he recognized as a soldier. Joshua asked an intentional question trying to determine 
loyalty from the soldier. The soldier’s response shocked Joshua who was not prepared to 
come face to face with the commander of the Lord’s army. Joshua fell in worship and asked 
for a path forward. 

In one of the oddest battle plans Joshua would ever receive, God asked only for 
obedience. Obedience to the plan was essential for its success. The fact that there was no 
appreciable military preparation before the crossing of the river was about to become clear 
for the people. Having just met the commander of the Lord’s army, Joshua announced 
God’s plan to the people. God had already assured the victory over Jericho. Now God gave 
the Israelites instructions to do nothing but march around the city. Each day, Israel was to 
march around the city one time, until day seven when they would march seven times. 

The number seven is a significant number in the Bible, and Joshua 6 is filled with the 
number seven. Seven priests carried seven trumpets and marched around the city for seven 
days. This triplet of sevens biblically signified the total completeness of God’s victory, not 
just over Jericho, but for Israel’s future battles in the land. 

Once again Joshua focused the nation’s attention to the ark of the covenant. When 
the procession started, the people did what Joshua had instructed. When the end of the 
seventh march on the seventh day occurred, the people shouted and the walls fell down. 
Rahab and her family were rescued as promised while the rest of Jericho was defeated. 
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OVERVIEW

12

SESSION FOCUS
TEXT TRUTH
God had a plan to help His people. 

BIBLE STORY
Joshua 6:1-21

BIBLE VERSE
Joshua 1:5

CHRIST IN CONTEXT
Joshua’s leadership of God’s people to the promised land and a time of  
rest is a glimpse of Jesus, our king, who leads us to our eternal inheritance 
and rest.

BIBLE SKILLS: Preschoolers will . . . 
• Know there are two main parts of the Bible—the Old Testament and the 

New Testament.
• Open the Bible to a Bible marker.

CONNECT  
 WITH FAMILIES
Provide these weekly 
resources to help families 
explore the Bible together.
• Explore the Bible at Home 

(Printable: Music & Print 
Extras)

• Preschool Activity Page
• Preschool Family Card

MISSIONS ACTIVITY: PLAY A FRIENDS GAME

Tools: Bible, world globe or map of North America  

• Show the globe or map. Say: “Missionary children must make new 
friends when they move with their families to other places. The 
children may learn new games. Let’s play a game about friends.” 

• Choose one child to be It. Remaining children stand around the 
room. It walks around the room while you sing (tune “London 
Bridge”): Whom will I choose for a friend, for a friend, for a friend? 
Whom will I choose for a friend? I choose you. 

• It taps a child on the shoulder. Then both It and the friend walk 
among the children. It sings: I chose you to be my friend, be my friend, 
be my friend, I chose you to be my friend. Whom will you now choose? 

• It finds a place to stand, and play resumes. 

• Encourage children to choose new friends each time. 

LEADER TIP!
Include this special  
missions-focused activity  
in addition to preschoolers’ 
Bible Explorations.
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BIBLE STORY

JERICHO’S WALLS TUMBLE
Joshua 6:1-21

Joshua and the people were going to Canaan, the land God had promised 
them. The people walked until they were near the city of Jericho.

Jericho had many tall towers and walls. There were many soldiers to keep 
people out of the city. No one could climb over the walls or get through the 
gates. But God told Joshua He had a plan. God would help the people move 
into the city. Then God gave Joshua instructions.

“Tell the people to march around the city once every day. Seven priests 
should march in front of the ark and carry trumpets,” God said.

Joshua sent for the priests and told them what God said to do. Joshua told 
the priests God would take care of them if they obeyed His instructions.

People began to march. The priests marched around the outside of the city 
walls. They blew their trumpets and others carried the ark. But no one said 
a word. Joshua had told the people to be silent until he told them to shout.

The next day, the priests marched again and were quiet. Then everyone 
went back to camp.

This is what the people did for six days. On the seventh day, the priests 
marched around Jericho’s walls seven times. The priests blew the trumpets.

“Shout!” Joshua commanded the people. “God will give us this city. We will 
go in.”

So the people shouted as loudly as they could. The trumpets blared. The 
city’s stone walls began to crumble. The walls tumbled to the ground.

Joshua led the people into Jericho. 

TEXT TRUTH
God had a plan to help His 
people.

BIBLE STORY 
Jericho’s Walls Tumble
Joshua 6:1-21

BIBLE VERSE 
I will be with you. I will not 
leave you.
Joshua 1:5

BIBLE VERSE

From the Bible text: 
I will be with you. I will not leave you. Joshua 1:5

Paraphrase:
I will be with you. I will not leave you. Joshua 1:5

LEADER TIP
You choose! Are your 
preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? 
Decide which wording of 
the session Bible verse you 
want to use with your group.
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CIRCLE TIME

TOOLS
• Bible
• Music & Print Extras
• disposable plastic cups

PACK ITEMS
12  Story Picture: Jericho’s 

Walls Tumble
16 Bible Verse Markers
17 Text Truth Clothesline
18 Clothesline Add-ons
37  Challenge Cards: Cup 

Stack Challenge

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

GATHER

• Guide preschoolers to form a line and march to Circle Time. Play music 
while children march.

• Place several disposable cups upside down on the floor. Pass the 
Challenge Card around the circle. Form teams of two or three and 
challenge children to stack cups.

• Remark: “It looks like you’re building a wall with those cups. Today’s 
story is about a city called Jericho that had a tall wall around it.”

HEAR THE BIBLE STORY

• Continue: “God promised He would lead His people to the land of 
Canaan. First, God’s people needed to go through the city of Jericho. 
Listen to God’s plan for His people.” 

• Open the Bible to Joshua 6 and tell the Bible story in your own words.

• Show preschoolers the Story Picture. Ask whether the picture shows what 
happened at the beginning, middle, or end of the story. 

• Remark: “God had a plan to help His people. He told Joshua what to do. 
Joshua knew that God’s plan is always the best plan.”

• Invite a child to help attach today’s Clothesline Add-on to the poster. 
Read the Text Truth.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

• Turn to a Bible’s table of contents. Point out the two main parts of the 
Bible: the Old Testament and the New Testament.

• Hold the Bible facing the children. Point to the books’ names and say: 
“Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua. Joshua is 
the sixth book of the Old Testament.”

• Say: “We can find any Bible verse if we know its book, chapter, and verse. 
Today’s verse is Joshua 1:5. Let’s find it and read it.”

PRAY

• Thank God for having a plan to help His people. Thank Him for always 
being with us.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH
God had a plan to help His 
people. 

BIBLE STORY 
Jericho’s Walls Tumble
Joshua 6:1-21

BIBLE VERSE 
I will be with you. I will not 
leave you.
Joshua 1:5

PACK ITEMS
12  Story Picture: Jericho’s 

Walls Tumble
16 Bible Verse Markers
23 Shape Cards

PRINTABLES
Jericho Story Questions
Trumpet Pattern

LEADER TIP!
Invite a musician to visit the 
class and play a trumpet.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers. Use the Bible in every exploration.

CIRCLE & SIT

Tools: Bible, Bible Verse 

Markers, chairs, digital 

recording of a trumpet fanfare, 

visiting trumpet player (opt.)

• Arrange chairs in a circle 

so there is a chair for every 

child. Place the Verse 

Marker at Joshua 1:5.

• Instruct children to begin 

walking in a circle around 

the chairs. While children 

walk, set the Bible in a 

chair.

• Tell children that when 

they hear a trumpet sound, 

they should immediately 

sit down.

• Sound the trumpet and 

name the child who has 

the Bible in his chair. Invite 

the child to open the Bible 

to the marker.

• Say: “I’m glad the Bible says 

that God will be with you, 

and He will not leave you.”

BUILD & KNOCK DOWN 
WALLS

Tools: Bible, wooden or 
cardboard blocks, Activity Page  

• Invite preschoolers to build 
whatever they choose. 
After a while, suggest that 
children build walls and 
knock them down.

• Turn to Joshua 6 as you tell 
the Bible story. Say: “God 
knocked down the walls 
of Jericho. God helped the 
people know what to do.”

• Show children the picture 
on the Activity Page. Point 
to the walls tumbling 
down.

• Say: “God told very specific 
instructions to the people. 
When the people did what 
God said, they were able to 
go into Jericho.”
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

ANSWER STORY 
QUESTIONS

Tools: Bible, large game cube 

with dots or numerals (1-6), 

Jericho Story Questions 

• Print the Story Questions 

and cut them apart into six 

cards. Lay the cards on a 

table or the floor with the 

number side facing up.

• Toss the number cube to 

a child and help her count 

the dots or say the number. 

• Say: “Today we are learning  

about the time when the 

walls of Jericho tumbled 

down. Let’s see if we can 

answer some questions 

about that story.”

• Direct the child to toss the 

number cube and say the 

number shown facing up. 

• Say: “Good, number 3. 

Look for a card with a 3 on 

it. I’ll read the question.”

• Help the child think 

about the answer and say 

it. When the question is 

answered, set the card 

aside and continue.

DECORATE A TRUMPET

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
Jericho’s Walls Tumble, 
Trumpet Pattern, yellow or 
gold paper, crayons, stickers, 
washable markers, decorative 
tape, glue, cardboard tubes  
(1 per child)

• Print a pair of funnel 
shapes (Trumpet Pattern) 
for each child. Cut out the 
shapes ahead of time.

• Provide art supplies for the 
children to decorate their 
shapes to make trumpets. 

• When a child finishes his 
artwork, guide him to 
spread glue on a cardboard 
tube. Show him how to 
wrap the decorated shapes 
around the tube. Tape the 
shapes where they meet to 
hold them in place.

• Put a wide piece of tape 
around the mouthpiece of 
the child’s trumpet.

• Show children the Story 
Picture and encourage 
them to blow through their 
trumpets like the priests 
did outside Jericho.

MARCH AROUND THE CITY

Tools: Bible, Preschool Family 
Card, wide masking tape, 
Music & Print Extras

• Tape a large square shape 
on the floor. Place the Bible 
inside the square. Use 
the Family Card to mark 
Joshua 6.

• Invite children to march 
around “Jericho” (square 
shape) as music plays.

• After a song, ask: “How 
many times did the people 
march around Jericho on 
the last day? Let’s walk 
around the square seven 
times.”

• Lead children to sing with 
the music. Tell them to 
march, count to seven, 
then shout.

• Tell children to sit inside 
the square. Open the Bible 
and show children the 
picture on the Family Card. 

• Say: “God had a plan to 
help His people.” 
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