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Follow God’s Plan
Joshua 7–8
Ai was a small town about two miles from Jericho. After God’s victory in Jericho, Joshua
sent spies into Ai to scout out the land. Since Ai was so close to Jericho, it’s likely that
the residents of Ai, who were already aware of Israel’s presence, had started to scatter
after hearing the deafening crash of Jericho’s walls. The spies reported to Joshua that the
residents of Ai were so few in number that there would be no need to send the entire army
to conquer the city.
It seems Joshua may not have been fully in touch with God’s displeasure of Israel. Total
obedience to God’s command was the key to victory in Jericho, but Joshua was unaware of
the sin that had occurred in Israel’s midst. Joshua sent 3,000 soldiers to defeat Ai but they
were promptly routed by the men of Ai. With 36 men dead, the soldiers returned to Joshua
who cried out to God.
Joshua was concerned for the nation’s survival and the reputation Israel was making
for God. God revealed to Joshua the sin of Israel. Instead of total obedience to destroy
every single thing in Jericho, someone in the camp decided to take something without
God’s direction. God was not pleased. Sin had infiltrated the nation, and now that sin had
caused defeat. God gave Joshua instructions on how to deal with the sin that had come
into the camp. When Achan was identified as the man who had taken a robe and some
money and hid it under his tent, he suffered judgment according to the Lord’s instructions.
With restitution made, God told Joshua to take the whole army and attack Ai. This
time, God was going with the people because they once again stood in right relationship
with Him. This time, Israel was allowed to plunder the city once it was destroyed. Joshua
set an ambush and camped with his army in the valley in full view of Ai. When the king
came out of the city to attack, the soldiers ambushed the city and destroyed it completely.
God again brought victory to Israel.
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
TEXT TRUTH
Trust God and do what He says.

BIBLE STORY
Joshua 7–8

BIBLE VERSE
Psalm 62:8

CHRIST IN CONTEXT

CONNECT
WITH FAMILIES
Provide these weekly
resources to help families
explore the Bible together.
• Explore the Bible at Home
(Printable: Music & Print
Extras)
• Preschool Activity Page
• Preschool Family Card

Joshua’s leadership of God’s people to the promised land and a time of
rest is a glimpse of Jesus, our king, who leads us to our eternal inheritance
and rest.

BIBLE SKILLS: Preschoolers will . . .

• Begin to recognize names of books in the Bible. Know that Psalms is in
the middle of the Bible.
• Remember the names of familiar Bible people.

MISSIONS ACTIVITY: WORK PICTURE PUZZLES
Tools: Bible, People at Work Puzzles (Pack Item 19), Bible Match Cards
(Pack Item 35), Missionary Photos & Places (Printable: Music & Print
Extras), scissors, plastic ziplock bags, basket
• Print a set of the Missionary Photos and cut each family picture in
half. Put the pictures in a plastic bag.
• Put Bible Match Cards in a plastic bag and do the same with the
People at Work Puzzles. Place all three bags in the basket.
• Invite preschoolers to choose puzzles to work. Remark that all of
the puzzles relate to the work of missionaries. For example, when a
child puts together the People at Work Puzzles, comment that each
of the puzzles shows the work someone does to help others. Say:
“Many missionaries are doctors, teachers, builders, and leaders.”

LEADER TIP!

Include this special
missions-focused activity
in addition to preschoolers’
Bible Explorations.

• Remark: “Missionaries follow God’s plan. They trust God and do
what He says. God wants us to do that, too.”
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BIBLE STORY

JOSHUA FOLLOWED GOD’S PLAN
TEXT TRUTH

Trust God and do what He
says.

BIBLE STORY

Joshua Followed God’s Plan
Joshua 7–8

BIBLE VERSE

Trust in God at all times.
Psalm 62:8

LEADER TIP!

Remind children that a
covenant is a promise or an
agreement. God always keeps
His promises.

Joshua 7–8

It was time for Joshua and God’s people to go to the land of Ai. Joshua sent
men to Ai to scout the land.
Bad things happened to the scouts while they were in Ai. The people living
in Ai ran the scouts out of their land.
Joshua was discouraged. He did not understand why he and God’s people
were not successful in Ai like they had been in Jericho. Joshua fell to the
ground and cried out to God.
God told Joshua to get up. “The people have broken the covenant with Me.
They have taken things I said do not take. And they have been untruthful.”
God told Joshua to find out who had disobeyed God’s instructions.
After Joshua found the person and punished him, God was ready to help
Joshua move into Ai.
“Do not be afraid, Joshua,” God said. “This time you will win the land. And
when you do, you may take whatever you see. It will be yours.”
So Joshua gathered the people and told them everything God said to do.
“Follow God’s command,” Joshua reminded the people.
When the people listened to God’s instructions, they had success. The land
of Ai became theirs.
Joshua built an altar to thank God. All the people stood near as Joshua
read aloud the words of the law that God had given them.

LEADER TIP

You choose! Are your
preschoolers ready to
learn memory verses?
Decide which wording of
the session Bible verse you
want to use with your group.
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BIBLE VERSE
From the Bible text:

Trust in him. God is our refuge. Psalm 62:8
Paraphrase:

Trust in God at all times. Psalm 62:8

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide

CIRCLE TIME

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
GATHER

TOOLS

• Welcome preschoolers to Circle Time. Begin clapping your hands to
different beats. Tell children to listen to the rhythm you are clapping and
copy it. Clap slow beats and fast beats.

• Bibles
• Music & Print Extras
• dry erase board
• dry erase marker

• Say: “When I clapped slowly, you clapped slowly. You did what I said and
clapped the way I did.”

PACK ITEMS

HEAR THE BIBLE STORY
• Say: “Do you remember that the Israelites followed God’s plan to take the
city of Jericho?” Show children Story Picture 12.
• Continue: “When it was time to capture another city, the people did not
follow God’s plan at first. God was not pleased. Listen to this story from
the Book of Joshua to learn what happened.”

12 S
 tory Picture: Jericho’s
Walls Tumble
13 S
 tory Picture: Joshua
Followed God’s Plan
16 Bible Verse Markers
17 Text Truth Clothesline
18 Clothesline Add-ons

• Open the Bible to Joshua 7 and tell the Bible story in your own way.
• Read today’s Text Truth from the Clothesline Add-on. Attach the Add-on
to the Clothesline.
• Say: “God wanted the people to trust Him and do what He said. After
bad things happened to the scouts and Joshua discovered who disobeyed
God, Joshua reminded everyone to follow God’s commands.”

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS
• Distribute Bibles to the group. Tell boys and girls to open the Bible to its
center. Guide children to discover the Book of Psalms.
• Say: “Today’s Bible verse is found in the Book of Psalms.”
• Read Psalm 62:8 and print it on a dry erase board. Point to each word as
you repeat it.
• Guide children to say the verse with you. Erase one word at a time, saying
the verse again and again until children can say it from memory.

PRAY
• Give children an opportunity to pray aloud. Ask God to help us trust
Him and do what He says.

Session 13: Follow God’s Plan

107

EXPLORATION
STATIONS

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)
TEXT TRUTH

Trust God and do what He
says.

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities
and movement for busy preschoolers. Use the Bible in every exploration.

BIBLE STORY

Joshua Followed God’s Plan
Joshua 7–8

BIBLE VERSE

Trust in God at all times.
Psalm 62:8

PACK ITEMS

13 S
 tory Picture: Joshua
Followed God’s Plan
16 Bible Verse Markers
20 Bible Books Puzzles
27 Traffic Lights
32 Emotions Poster
35 Bible Match Cards
37 Challenge Cards

PRINTABLES

Bible Names: Joshua

LEADER TIP!

Gather and prepare the
materials for the challenge
activities before the session.
See Leader Pack Item 37 for
directions.
The challenge activities
are designed for personal
challenges and not
competition.

COMPLETE CHALLENGES
Tools: Bible; Challenge Cards;
materials for challenges: blocks,
cups, tape, pom-poms, straws,
large bowl, balls
• Set up four stations where
children will challenge
themselves to perform
various skill activities.
• Do a challenge yourself
or show a child how to do
it. Applaud the child for
trying something new.
• Ask: “Did you have a plan
for how to stack the blocks
so high? When you tossed
the ball and it bounced out
of the bowl, did you plan to
toss it a different way the
next time?”
• Relate the challenges to
today’s story. Say: “Joshua
and the people learned that
God’s plan is the best plan.
When the people trusted in
God and did what He said,
they had success.”
• Tell the Bible story.
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START & STOP VEHICLES
Tools: Bible, toy cars and
trucks, Traffic Lights, tape,
Bible Verse Markers
• Tape a large circular road
on the floor.
• Show children the Traffic
Lights. Ask children to
tell what the lights direct
people to do.
• Say: “W hen I hold up the
red light, stop your vehicles
and wait for the signal to
change. Then you may go.”
• Talk about the reasons for
traffic signals. Relate this
to the stor y.
• Say: “God wanted the
people to obey Him and
follow His plan. Then the
people would have success.”
• Read the Bible verse and
help children say it.

EXPLORATION
STATIONS

WORK PUZZLES & READ

PAINT A LANDSCAPE
Tools: Bible; Story Picture:
Joshua Followed God ’s
Plan; newspaper; art paper;
paper plates; paint (blue,
green, brown); sponge pieces;
clothespins; smocks
• Turn to Joshua 7 and show
a child where Joshua’s
name is printed. Show the
Stor y Picture to the child.
• Squirt each color of paint
onto a plate. Pinch sponges
with clothespins to form
handles.
• Guide a child to dab a
sponge in the paint and
touch it to the paper to
paint a landscape scene.
Relate the colors to the
beautiful land God planned
for the people.
• Say: “After wandering in
the wilderness for many
years, God ’s people were
happy about living in
the beautiful land God
promised.”
• Tell the Bible stor y,
emphasizing that Joshua
trusted in God ’s plan.

MAKE FACES IN A MIRROR
Tools: Bible, Emotions Poster,
Activity Page, small sticky
notes, nonbreakable mirror
• Use sticky notes to cover
the faces on the poster. Put
the poster on the floor.
• Invite a child to remove a
sticky note and describe
the expression on the face.
• Hand the mirror to the
child and tell her to make a
face to look like the one on
the poster.
• Show the Activity Page.
Ask: “W hat do you think
Joshua felt when he was
explaining God’s plan to
the people? Do you think
he was serious or excited?”
• Help children think about
the sadness and fear
Joshua may have felt when
the men did not follow
God’s plan at first.

Tools: Bible, Bible Books
Puzzles, Bible Match Cards,
Bible Names: Joshua, 2 or 3
books about God, Preschool
Family Card, plastic trays,
Music & Print Extras
• Place each puzzle in its
own tray to keep pieces
separate. Attractively prop
the books near the puzzles.
• Play music softly as you
invite preschoolers to
choose books to read or
puzzles to work.
• As children enjoy these
quieter activities, help
them think about Joshua
trusting God and following
God’s plan.
• Say: “Joshua was sad when
God’s people disobeyed
God’s instructions for
going to Ai. But God
encouraged Joshua.”
• Open the Bible to Psalm
62:8 and read the verse. Say
the Bible verse together.

• Sing to a made-up tune:
Trust in God at all times, at
all times, at all times. Trust in
God all times, That’s what we
must do.
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