
FOR THE 
LEADER

Praises for Jesus
Matthew 21:1-11

Matthew 21 begins with a quick succession of messianic prophecies being fulfilled as 
Matthew continues to show Jesus as Messiah. Chapter 21 opens as Jesus arrives in 
Bethphage, a small town less than a mile outside of Jerusalem. Matthew also mentions in 
his description the Mount of Olives, a hill on which Bethphage may have sat. It is believed 
that this reference to the Mount of Olives would have reminded Matthew’s readers of 
Zechariah 14:4, which referred to the coming day of the Lord as He stood on the Mount of 
Olives. This vantage point would have given a fantastic view of the city of Jerusalem.  

The city of Jerusalem was chosen by David to be the seat of his government and, except 
for brief periods of exile, the kings of Judah had ruled from Jerusalem. In Jesus’ day, the 
city would have been fabulously decorated. It was not just the place of rule, but served as 
the spiritual center for Israelite life. Israel also knew that Jerusalem was the center of hope 
for messianic fulfillment. Jesus was about to show He was that fulfillment. 

In Bethphage, Jesus directed two disciples to go find a donkey and her colt. The men 
would find the animals, but Jesus told the men that if there were any questions from 
the owners, the disciples would need only to tell the owner that the Lord had need of the 
animals. The disciples did as they were asked and returned with a donkey and her colt. 
After the disciples placed their robes on the colt, Jesus rode into Jerusalem. The crowd saw 
the disciples’ actions and took it upon themselves to lay down their own cloaks and palm 
branches, adding to the grand celebration welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem. 

For the crowd’s part, they cheered Jesus’ arrival by singing from the psalmist’s words 
(Psalm 118:25-26) a text typical for worship at the temple during Passover. Matthew again 
highlights for his readers that Jesus was the true personification of those words of praise. 
The people welcomed God Himself to their temple worship as they remembered what He 
had done for them. A new Passover was coming—one unlike anything the people expected.    

Session 4
Session 4: Praises for Jesus
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OVERVIEW

4

SESSION FOCUS
TEXT TRUTH
People shouted praises to Jesus. 

BIBLE STORY
Matthew 21:1-11

BIBLE VERSE
Matthew 21:9 

CHRIST IN CONTEXT
The Book of Matthew confirms that everything God promised to His 
people in Old Testament times came true when He sent Jesus.

BIBLE SKILLS: Preschoolers will . . . 
• Remember and say simple Bible words, phrases, and verses with Bible 

references.
• Remember and retell a familiar Bible story and Bible facts.

CONNECT  
 WITH FAMILIES
Provide these weekly 
resources to help families 
explore the Bible together.
• Explore the Bible at Home 

(Printable: Music & Print 
Extras)

• Preschool Activity Page
• Preschool Family Card

LEADER TIP!
Space children several feet 
apart if possible.

MISSIONS ACTIVITY: PLAY AN ACTION GAME

Tools: Bible 

• Stand in a circle with several children, or direct them to stand in 
a line facing you. Give simple instructions for children to follow. 
Begin each time with the phrase “If Jesus loves you.” 

• Say: “If Jesus loves you, raise both hands in the air.” Pause for 
children to do the action. Continue: “If Jesus loves you, bend and 
touch the floor.” Make up other actions. 

• After a few minutes, rest and tell today’s Bible story. Comment: 
“Jesus did many good things, and the people loved Him. They 
shouted words of love to Jesus as He entered Jerusalem.”

• Give children turns to be the leader and make up actions for 
friends to follow. Say: “We love Jesus and want others to know 
about Him. That is how missionaries feel. They want churches to 
work together to help everyone know about Jesus.” 

LEADER TIP!
Include this special  
missions-focused activity  
in addition to preschoolers’ 
Bible Explorations.
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BIBLE STORY

THE PEOPLE PRAISED JESUS
Matthew 21:1-11

Jesus and His disciples were walking toward Jerusalem. They stopped at 
the Mount of Olives.

“Go into the village,” Jesus told two disciples. “You will see a donkey and a 
colt. Untie them and bring them to Me. If anyone says anything, tell him  
I need the animals. The person will agree to let you take them.”

The disciples did just as Jesus said. They found the donkey in the street, 
tied by a door. The disciples took the animals to Jesus and laid their robes 
on the animals’ backs.

Jesus sat on the animals and began riding into the city.

Many people spread their robes on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches they cut from trees. The people went in front of Jesus as He rode 
on the animals.

The crowds shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna!”

When Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem, the whole city was surprised. 
The crowds of people kept saying, “This is Jesus!”

TEXT TRUTH
People shouted praises to 
Jesus.

BIBLE STORY 
The People Praised Jesus
Matthew 21:1-11

BIBLE VERSE 
Hosanna to Jesus!
Matthew 21:9 

BIBLE VERSE

From the Bible text: 
Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is he. Matthew 21:9

Paraphrase:
Hosanna to Jesus! Matthew 21:9

LEADER TIP
You choose! Are your 
preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? 
Decide which wording of 
the session Bible verse you 
want to use with your group.
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CIRCLE TIME

TOOLS
• Music & Print Extras
• palm branch or leaf

PACK ITEMS
  4  Story Picture: The People 

Praised Jesus
16 Spring Wall Poster
17 Text Truth Flowers

PRINTABLES
Allergy Sign

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

GATHER

• Wave the palm branch as you walk around the room inviting 
preschoolers to join the circle.

• As children find places in the circle, say: “Today is Palm Sunday. This is 
the day we remember the people praising Jesus as He entered the city of 
Jerusalem. The people shouted out praises to Jesus as He passed by.”

• Lead children to say today’s Bible verse. First, lead children to speak in 
a normal tone of voice. Continue to say the verse, varying the volume of 
the voices (quiet, loud, whisper).    

• Say: “Great job saying praises to Jesus! Let’s listen to the story and learn 
more about what happened on the day Jesus rode into Jerusalem.”

HEAR THE BIBLE STORY

• Open your Bible to Matthew 21. Tell the Bible story in your own words.  

• Show the Story Picture to the group. Remark: “This picture shows a 
happy day! Children and grown-ups were happy that Jesus had come to 
Jerusalem. The people worshiped Jesus and shouted praises to Him.”

• Ask: “What are some praises we can say to Jesus?” Give preschoolers time 
to think and respond.

• Lead children to sing the song “We Can Love Jesus” as the music plays.

• After singing, add today’s Text Truth Flower to the Spring Wall Poster.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

• Show preschoolers the Bible. Say: “The Old Testament tells about things 
that happened before Jesus came to earth. The New Testament tells 
about the time after Jesus was born.”

• Say: “The first four books of the New Testament are called the Gospels.  
The Gospels tell the stories of Jesus’ life. Matthew is the first book in the 
Gospels.” Guide preschoolers to say the Gospel books. 

PRAY

• Thank God for sending Jesus to help people. Ask God to help us praise 
Jesus all the time.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH
People shouted praises to 
Jesus. 

BIBLE STORY 
The People Praised Jesus
Matthew 21:1-11

BIBLE VERSE 
Hosanna to Jesus! 
Matthew 21:9

PACK ITEMS
  4  Story Picture: The People 

Praised Jesus
19 Book: All About Jesus
20 Palm Tree Gameboard
21 Number Cube
25 Book: Places Jesus Went
27 Bible People Figures

PRINTABLES
Allergy Sign

LEADER TIP!
Use the Palm Tree 
Gameboard and Number 
Cube to play a game this 
week. While children play the 
game, relate the palm tree 
picture to the people waving 
palms to praise Jesus.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers. Use the Bible in every exploration.

EXAMINE & WAVE PALM 
LEAVES

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: The 

People Praised Jesus, several 

real palm leaves, Allergy Sign

• Post the Allergy Sign on 

the door to let parents 

know about nature items 

in the room today.

• Spread the palm leaves 

on a tray or table. Invite 

children to examine the 

leaves.

• Show children the Story 

Picture and ask a child to 

point to the leaves in the 

picture.  

• Say: “The people waiting 

for Jesus to ride into the 

city waved palm leaves and 

shouted praises to Jesus.”

• Encourage preschoolers to 

say the Bible verse. Suggest 

that children walk in a 

circle and wave the palm 

leaves while saying the 

Bible verse together.  

WALK IN A PRAISE 
PARADE

Tools: Bible; baby blankets, 
fabric, or coats; strips of green 
crepe paper; Music & Print 
Extras; Preschool Family Card

• Lead children to make a 
path using the cloth items. 
Give each child a few strips 
of crepe paper to wave like 
palm branches.

• Play music and invite 
preschoolers to wave crepe 
paper streamers and shout 
“Hosanna! Hosanna to 
Jesus!”

• Sit down with the children 
and open the Bible to 
Matthew 21. Show the 
picture on the Family Card.

• Say: “Jesus is wonderful! 
We can praise Him!”
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

PLAY WITH FARM ANIMALS

Tools: Bible, Story Picture:  

The People Praised Jesus, 

plastic interlocking blocks, toy 

farm animals, Book: Places 

Jesus Went

• Suggest that preschoolers 

build pens for the animals. 

Engage in conversation as 

children play. Be mindful 

to direct the conversation 

to the Bible story.

• Show children the Story 

Picture and point to the 

city walls and gate. Point to 

the village in the distance.

• Say: “Jesus told His helpers 

to go to the village and 

untie a donkey and bring it 

back to Jesus.”

• Open the Bible and help 

a child locate the Book of 

Matthew. Say: “This is the 

place in the Bible where 

we read about the people 

worshiping Jesus.”

• Read the book and 

mention that Jerusalem is 

the place where the people 

praised Jesus as He rode 

into the city.

PLAY OUT THE BIBLE 
STORY

Tools: Bible; Activity Page; 
Bible times dress-up clothing 
(robes, sashes, scarves); green 
paper palm leaves or actual 
palm leaves; stand-up mirror; 
Book: All About Jesus; 
Allergy Sign

• Show the picture on the 
Activity Page. Point to the 
people and comment that 
they appear joyful and 
happy to see Jesus.

• Invite children to put on 
Bible times clothing to 
play out the Bible story. 
Children will enjoy looking 
in the mirror to see 
themselves.

• Tell the Bible story, giving 
time for children to play 
out the events of the story. 

• Remark: “People were 
happy to see Jesus. They 
knew He was special.”

• Sit down together and read 
the book. Say: “Matthew 
wrote about Jesus and told 
about the wonderful things 
Jesus did.”

MAKE A HOSANNA 
BANNER

Tools: Bible, 12-inch dowel 
sticks (about 1/4 inch diameter), 
sheets of paper cut in half 
longwise, markers, glue sticks, 
shiny ribbon pieces, stickers, 
tape

• Give a child a strip of paper 
and art supplies. Use a 
marker to write the word 
Hosanna! on the child’s 
strip. 

• Invite the child to decorate 
the banner however he 
wishes. 

• Mention that the word 
hosanna is a praise word. 
Say: “People seeing Jesus 
come into Jerusalem 
shouted hosanna to Jesus.”

• When the child is finished 
decorating his banner, 
help him fold one short 
end over a dowel and tape 
securely. Invite the child to 
wave the banner as he says 
today’s Bible verse.

LEADER TIP!
Guide children to stand apart 
on the “road” as they wave 
their leaves and shout praises 
to Jesus. (See “Play Out the 
Bible Story” activity.)
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