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LEADER

Session 4: The Triumphal Entry

The Triumphal Entry
Matthew 21

Matthew 21 begins with a quick succession of messianic prophecies being fulfilled as 
Matthew continues to show Jesus as Messiah. Chapter 21 opens as Jesus arrives in 
Bethphage, a small town less than a mile outside of Jerusalem. Matthew also mentions in 
his description the Mount of Olives, a hill on which Bethphage may have sat. It is believed 
that this reference to the Mount of Olives would have reminded Matthew’s readers of 
Zechariah 14:4, which referred to the coming day of the Lord as He stood on the Mount of 
Olives. This vantage point would have given a fantastic view of the city of Jerusalem.  

The city of Jerusalem was chosen by David to be the seat of his government and, except 
for brief periods of exile, the kings of Judah had ruled from Jerusalem. In Jesus’ day the 
city would have been fabulously decorated and was not just the place of rule, but served as 
the spiritual center for Israelite life. Israel also knew that Jerusalem was the center of hope 
for messianic fulfillment. Jesus was about to show He was that fulfillment. 

In Bethphage, Jesus directed two disciples to go find a donkey and her colt. The men 
would find the animals, but Jesus told the men that if there were any questions from 
the owners the disciples would need only to tell the owner that the Lord had need of the 
animals. The disciples did as they were asked and returned with a donkey and her colt. 
After the disciples placed their robes on the colt, Jesus rode into Jerusalem. The crowd saw 
the disciples’ actions and took it upon themselves to lay down their own cloaks and palm 
branches, adding to the grand celebration welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem. 

For the crowd’s part, they cheered Jesus’ arrival by singing from the psalmist’s words 
(Psalm 118:25-26) a text typical for worship at the temple during Passover. Matthew again 
highlights for his readers that Jesus was the true personification of those words of praise. 
The people welcomed God Himself to their temple worship as they remembered what He 
had done for them. A new Passover was coming—one unlike anything the people expected.     
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21

MEMORY VERSE: 1 John 4:9

BIBLE VERSE: Matthew 21:9b

TEXT TRUTH: Jesus is worthy of praise.

BIBLE SKILLS SPOTLIGHT: Locates many books in the Bible without assistance. Reads and 
locates Bible references. Begins to use the Bible for daily Bible reading. Memorizes 
individual Bible verses.

BIBLE STUDY  
(35 MINUTES)

 ¨ Jump In:“Matthew” 
(Books of the Bible 
Posters), “Diptych” (Slide)

 ¨ Examine the Text: copy 
paper, variety of coins, 
crayons, Bibles, “Text 
Truth 4” (Slide) 

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“1 John 4:9” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: Family Cards

APPLY THE TRUTH  
(20 MINUTES)

 ¨ Explorer Guides: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens

 ¨ Review: stick horses, 
palm leaves, robes, Bible 
times clothing

 ¨ Tech Connect 
(Optional): a device with 
the LifeWay Kids app 

ACTIVITIES  
(20 MINUTES)

 ¨ Bible Skills: “Palm Leaf 
Bible Books” (Poster 
Pack), music, adult 
scissors, Bible

 ¨ Move: stick horses or pool 
noodle (cut in half)

 ¨ Make: chenille stems, 
beads, bells, ribbons, 
(Optional: inexpensive 
paper plates, hole punch, 
bells, thin ribbon, 
scissors)

 ¨ Explore: “Vintage 
Church Photos” 
(Printables), construction 
paper, markers, tape, 
sticky notes

Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, 
LifeWay’s Digital Pass, or visit goexplorethebible.com/kids-training.
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BIBLE STORY

DON’T FORGET TO SEND HOME 
THESE FAMILY RESOURCES 
EACH WEEK:
•		“Explore	the	Bible	at	Home”			

	(Printables)
•			Explore	the	Bible:	Kids			

	Family	Cards

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
In the Book of Matthew, 
Jesus is the fulfillment of 
Old Testament promises. 
He is the King that God’s 
people had been waiting for. 
As Matthew told the story 
of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection, he described 
Jesus as King and Messiah. 
Jesus reigns over all and He 
has power over everything—
even death. 

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY
Matthew 21

Jesus and His disciples walked toward Jerusalem. As they neared, Jesus 
sent two of the disciples into a village. “Go to the village. You will see a 
donkey and a colt. Untie them and bring them to Me.”

Jesus fulfilled a special promise called a prophecy that Zechariah made, 
“Tell Jerusalem that their King will come riding on a donkey. He will come 
with gentleness and humility.”

The disciples obeyed Jesus and brought the donkey and the colt. They laid 
their robes on the animal and Jesus sat on the animal.

A large crowd gathered. The people spread their robes on the road and 
some cut palm branches and placed them on the road. The people shouted, 
“Hosanna! The King who comes in the name of the Lord is blessed!”

The city of Jerusalem was shaken by this event. Once Jesus entered 
Jerusalem, He went to the temple. Inside the temple complex, people were 
buying and selling things. Jesus turned over the tables. He said, “Scripture 
says that My house will be a house of prayer.”

Jesus told the people they were turning the temple into a den of thieves.

The blind and the lame people came to Jesus. Jesus healed them. The 
children were shouting, “Hosanna.” The chief priests and the scribes were 
upset. Jesus left Jerusalem and spent the night at Bethany.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
• Jump In: “Matthew” (Books 

of the Bible Posters), 
“Diptych” (Slide)

• Examine the Text: copy 
paper, variety of coins, 
crayons, Bibles, “Text Truth 
4” (Slide)

• Play the Video: Explore the 
Bible on Location video

• Memory Verse: “1 John 4:9” 
(Poster Pack)

• Prayer: Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

Need an Opening Activity? Choose one of the activities in the Activities  
section and adapt it to introduce the session.

JUMP IN
• Welcome your boys and girls as they enter. Ask about their week and 

allow them to share something special about their week.
• Tap out a rhythm using your hands and ask your kids to repeat it. Ask a 

volunteer to make a rhythm for the group to repeat. Continue play until 
everyone has had a turn.

• Begin: “Today, we are continuing our journey through the Book of 
Matthew. We have learned that Matthew is found in the New Testament. 
It was written by one of Jesus’ friends, Matthew. He was a tax collector. 
Our ‘Matthew’ poster tells us that ‘Matthew was written to reveal Jesus 
as the Messiah and the One who fulfilled prophesies. It also shows Jesus’ 
power and ability to give that power to His disciples in order to spread 
the gospel.’ We saw some of that power last week when we learned about 
Jesus walking on water. He gave Peter the ability to do the same, but 
Peter became afraid. We learned how Jesus is the Son of God.”

• Display the “Diptych” slide.
• Continue: “Today, we are going to begin a journey of learning more about 

why God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. In our story, Jesus is returning 
to Jerusalem. As He enters the city, people are cheering for Him and 
praising His name. Our object is a re-creation of that day. When we see 
our object, we can be reminded that Jesus is worthy of praise. There 
are many ways we can praise Jesus, and music like the rhythms we made 
is one great way to praise Jesus. Let’s learn more!”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Provide a variety of coins and crayons for kids to use. Give each child 

½ sheet of copy paper. Invite your kids to use the crayons to make coin 
rubbings around the edge of the paper. Show them how they can use the 
different coins and colors to make a pattern around their paper. Instruct 
them not to color or rub coins in the center. 

• As your kids work on their rubbings, tell the Bible story in your own 
words. A Bible story page has been provided for you to use as a guide.

• Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 21:8-9. Ask: “How did the people react 
when Jesus entered the city? They were excited! They cut branches and 
took off their robes, all to praise Jesus.”

• Invite a volunteer to read Matthew 21:12-13. Question: “What happened 
when Jesus got to the temple? He got angry didn’t He? Have you guys 
ever gotten angry? Jesus experienced anger, just like we experience 
anger. Although Jesus was angry, He did not sin. He was angry 
because people were buying and selling things in the temple instead of 
worshiping God.”
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BIBLE STUDY

• Display the Text Truth.
• Continue: “You made rubbings with your coins. Our rubbings are a 

good reminder that the people were putting money before worshiping 
God. Jesus is worthy of our praise. We should always put God first in 
everything we do! As we read more in Scripture, we find out that Jesus 
healed people and children were praising the name of Jesus. Jesus is 
VERY worthy of our praise!”

• Invite your kids to say the Text Truth: Jesus is worthy of praise. 
• Conclude: “Let’s write our Text Truth on our paper, so that we can be 

reminded that in everything we do, Jesus is worthy of praise. When we 
are at home, church, or school, we should praise Jesus in everything we 
do!”

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the Session 4 video.
• Discuss: “What was Joel searching for? What picture did the puzzle 

reveal? How did the people welcome Jesus to Jerusalem?”

MEMORY VERSE
 ¨ Bonus Verse Option: The Memory Verse activity each week is focused on the 

monthly Memory Verse, 1 John 4:9. If your kids quickly memorize the Memory 
Verse, you may opt to challenge them to learn an additional weekly Bonus Verse. 
This week’s Bonus Verse is Matthew 21:9b.

• Display “1 John 4:9” on a focal wall. Say the verse in short segments. 
Invite your kids to repeat the verse after each segment. Ask your boys 
and girls to say the verse in a whisper voice. Ask them to repeat it in a 
small voice. Ask them to repeat it in a normal voice. Ask them to repeat it 
in a loud voice. Ask your kids to shout the verse.

• Say: “In today’s Bible story, the adults and children both shouted praise to 
Jesus. We can do the same! Let’s shout our verse one more time!”

PRAYER
• Distribute Family Cards to each kid. Encourage your kids to talk about 

the questions on the back of the card with their family this week. 
Remind your kids that Jesus entered Jerusalem, and everyone was 
excited and shouted His praise. He was angry when people were putting 
money before God. Remind your kids to put God first in everything they 
do this week. Encourage them to spend time alone with God every day. 
Invite them to re-read today’s Scripture. Remind them that these are 
ways to give praise to Jesus. Jesus is worthy of praise.

• Close by praying with your group.
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APPLY

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Bibles, 

Explorer Guides, pens
• Review: stick horses, palm 

leaves, robes, Bible times 
clothing

• Tech Connect (Optional): a 
device with the LifeWay Kids 
app

APPLY THE TRUTH (20 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Distribute Explorer Guides and help kids find today’s pages, “The 

Triumphal Entry.”
• Select two volunteers to read “Palm Products” and “Showing Honor.”
• Lead girls and boys to examine the Bible story picture to find “What 

Doesn’t Belong?”
• Invite a kid to read about today’s object, the “Diptych.”
• Challenge kids to complete their own “Praise Art.”

REVIEW
• Supply props and costumes, if you desire. Suggestions include, stick 

horses, palm leaves, robes, Bible times costumes.
• Invite your kids to recreate today’s Bible story. Allow children to use your 

Bible story script as a guide or create your own script for children to act 
out. Assign parts as needed.

TECH CONNECT (OPTIONAL)
• Prior to Small Group, download the LifeWay Kids app. Use the activity 

labeled “Explorer Plus” in the Explore the Bible: Kids section of the app.
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