
FOR THE 
LEADER

A Special Day
Matthew 27:27-41; 28:1-8

The final three chapters of Matthew serve as the conclusion to the earthly life and ministry 
of Jesus—Son of God and Messiah. The events Matthew records in these three chapters 
complete showing how Jesus is the fulfillment of the prophecies and the only One qualified 
to provide a perfect sacrifice for sin. Jesus’ final prediction of His death includes details 
that Jesus had not previously given—Jesus’ death would come through crucifixion.

Chapter 26 shows how preparations for Jesus’ death were being made by others. 
Matthew highlights the activities of various groups. The religious leaders were conspiring 
to arrest Jesus and have Him killed. A woman in Bethany brought expensive perfume to 
anoint Him. Judas conspired with the religious leaders to betray Jesus to them. 

At the appointed time, Jesus sat with His disciples and shared the last meal He would 
eat as earthly flesh and blood. At the meal, Jesus revealed His knowledge that one of those 
at the table would betray Him. Though Jesus knew exactly what would be happening, the 
disciples, we later discover, were woefully unprepared for the events. After sharing the 
bread and wine with His disciples, Jesus and the men left for Gethsemane.

In the garden, Jesus prayed for God’s will to be done, knowing what was to come. After 
Jesus prayed, Judas came with soldiers and betrayed Jesus. Jesus was arrested, led through 
a series of trials, and eventually, at the crowd’s behest, crucified on the cross where He died. 
Following His death, Jesus was placed in a borrowed tomb while His disciples and others 
waited to make final preparations. 

On Sunday morning as two women went to view the tomb, an earthquake came and 
the stone at the entrance of the tomb rolled away. Jesus was not in the tomb because He 
had risen. Jesus had told those closest to Him that this would happen, but until it did, the 
people did not believe. Jesus left His disciples with a charge to go into all the world and tell 
about Him.  

Session 5
Session 5: A Special Day
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OVERVIEW

5

SESSION FOCUS
TEXT TRUTH
 Jesus is alive.

BIBLE STORY
Matthew 27:27-41; 28:1-8 

BIBLE VERSE
Revelation 1:18 

CHRIST IN CONTEXT
The Book of Matthew confirms that everything God promised to His 
people in Old Testament times came true when He sent Jesus.

BIBLE SKILLS: Preschoolers will . . . 
• Understand that the Bible tells that God sent Jesus to earth.
• Know the Bible teaches that Jesus died on a cross.

CONNECT  
 WITH FAMILIES
Provide these weekly 
resources to help families 
explore the Bible together.
• Explore the Bible at Home 

(Printable: Music & Print 
Extras)

• Preschool Activity Page
• Preschool Family Card

LEADER TIP!
Display the Easter Poster 
(Pack Item 26) outside your 
classroom door to greet 
visitors and members to 
church on this special day.

MISSIONS ACTIVITY: MAKE A PAPER CHAIN

Tools: Bible, strips of white construction paper (cut lengthwise), washable 
markers, clear tape or masking tape 

• Ahead of time write the phrases Pray for missionaries and Jesus is 
alive! on several of the white strips. 

• Invite preschoolers to decorate the paper strips however they wish. 
Then show them how to loop the papers and tape them to one 
another to form a paper chain. Make the chains long enough to 
drape across a door or window.

• As children work on the paper strips, tell them: “Missionaries tell 
the good news of Jesus. Missionaries are glad for people to pray for 
them. Often they tell people in churches thank you for praying.”

• Suspend the paper chain where everyone can see it. Say: “When 
we see the chain, we will be reminded to pray for missionaries and 
their work of telling the world that Jesus is alive!” 

LEADER TIP!
Include this special  
missions-focused activity  
in addition to preschoolers’ 
Bible Explorations.
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BIBLE STORY

THE FIRST EASTER
Matthew 27:27-41; 28:1-8

Many people were angry with Jesus. They wanted to be rid of Him. The 
people hurt Jesus, made fun of Him, called Him names, and said hurtful 
things to Jesus.

The people made Jesus get on the cross. They said, “If You are God’s Son, 
save Yourself.”

But Jesus knew this was how the people would treat Him. And Jesus knew 
this was God’s plan.

Later that day, Jesus died on the cross. His friends were sad. They did not 
know what to do.

But three days later, everyone was surprised. Early in the morning Jesus’ 
friends Mary Magdalene and Mary went to the tomb where Jesus’ body 
had been placed. When the women arrived at the garden where the tomb 
was, they saw something strange. The huge round stone that had been put 
in the door of the tomb had been rolled away!

Then Mary Magdalene and Mary saw a man near the tomb. The man was 
wearing bright clothes. The man was an angel.

“Don’t be afraid,” the angel said. “I know you are looking for Jesus. Come 
and look where His body was placed. Jesus is not here. He is alive! Now go 
and tell His disciples that Jesus is alive!”

The women remembered that Jesus had told them about these things. They 
hurried to find the disciples and tell them the good news.

TEXT TRUTH
Jesus is alive.

BIBLE STORY 
The First Easter
Matthew 27:27-41; 28:1-8

BIBLE VERSE 
Jesus said, “I am alive forever 
and ever.”
Revelation 1:18

BIBLE VERSE

From the Bible text: 
I am alive forever and ever. Revelation 1:18

Paraphrase:
Jesus said, “I am alive forever and ever.” Revelation 1:18

LEADER TIP
You choose! Are your 
preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? 
Decide which wording of 
the session Bible verse you 
want to use with your group.
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CIRCLE TIME

TOOLS
• Bible
• Music & Print Extras
• small sticky notes
• washable marker

PACK ITEMS
  5  Story Picture: The First 

Easter
16 Spring Wall Poster
17 Text Truth Flowers
21 Number Cube

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

GATHER

• Cover today’s Story Picture with sticky notes. Put a number (1, 2, or 3) on 
each sticky note. 

• Greet each preschooler as he moves to the circle. Say: “Happy Easter!  
Jesus is alive!”

• Invite preschoolers to sit in the circle. Give the Number Cube to a child 
and tell her to toss it. Tell the child to remove one sticky note with that 
number from the picture. 

• Give other children turns until the Story Picture is revealed. Put away the 
Number Cube. 

HEAR THE BIBLE STORY

• Hold the Story Picture for children to see. Ask children what they see in 
the picture. Say: “This is an amazing true story from the Bible. Let’s listen 
to hear what happened.”

• Tell the Bible story in your own words. 

• Comment: “This story is the greatest news ever told. Even though Jesus 
died on the cross, God made Jesus alive again. Isn’t that amazing?”

• Add today’s Text Truth Flower to the Spring Wall Poster. Read the 
statement printed on the flower, then lead preschoolers to repeat the 
words with you.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

• Distribute Bibles to preschoolers. Comment: “The story about the first 
Easter is in the Book of Matthew. Let’s look for Matthew in your Bibles.”

• Ask teachers in the circle to help children find Matthew 27–28. Tell 
preschoolers to look for Jesus’ name.

• Ask children: “What is the real story of the first Easter?” (Jesus died, but 
He is alive again!)

PRAY

• Sing a prayer to the tune “God Is So Good”:  
He is not here! He is not here! He is not here! Jesus is alive!
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH
Jesus is alive. 

BIBLE STORY 
The First Easter
Matthew 27:27-41; 28:1-8

BIBLE VERSE 
Jesus said, “I am alive forever 
and ever.”
Revelation 1:18

PACK ITEMS
  5  Story Picture: The First 

Easter
19 Book: All About Jesus
25 Book: Places Jesus Went

PRINTABLES
Jesus Pictures

LEADER TIP!
Choose which option(s) work 
best for your time, materials, 
and space and for the 
preschoolers who are in your 
class.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers. Use the Bible in every exploration.

READ ABOUT JESUS

Tools: Bible, Book: All About 

Jesus, Book: Places Jesus 

Went, other books about Jesus, 

child’s plain pop-up tent (no 

cartoon or secular designs), 

Activity Page

• Set the tent in a corner or 

other safe area and place 

the books inside the tent.

• Limit curious preschoolers 

to one at a time inside the 

tent. Encourage the child 

to explore the books about 

Jesus.

• After a few minutes, count 

to 3 and say: “Now it’s 

someone else’s turn to read 

inside the tent.”

• As the child exits the tent, 

say: “I counted to 3. After 

Jesus died, three days 

later God made Jesus alive 

again.”

• Show the Activity Page 

picture and tell the Bible 

story.

EXAMINE BIBLES

Tools: 3 or 4 different-looking 
Bibles, highlighting marker 
or yellow crayon, magnifying 
glasses, paper strips

• Open all the Bibles to 
Revelation 1:18 and 
highlight the verse. Place a 
strip of paper in each Bible 
to mark the verse location.

• Invite children to use the 
magnifying glasses to look 
at words in the Bibles. 
Suggest children turn to 
the marked page and find 
an important verse.

• Read the Bible verse to 
preschoolers and help them 
repeat it. 

• Say: “Mary and Mary 
Magdalene learned that 
Jesus was alive again. The 
women hurried to tell the 
good news!”
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TAP A FRIEND

Tools: Bible, Preschool Family 

Card

• Direct children to stand 

in a large circle. Say: “After 

the women heard that 

Jesus was alive, they told 

Jesus’ friends, and the 

friends told other people. 

The wonderful news about 

Jesus passed from person 

to person.”

• Tap the shoulder of the 

child standing next to you. 

That child should tap the 

shoulder of the next child, 

and so on around the circle.

• Finally, direct the 
preschoolers to sit down. 

Open the Bible to the 

Family Card marking 

Matthew 28. Tell the Bible 

story in your own words, 

then pass the Family Card 

around the circle.

• Turn to Revelation 1:18 

and show preschoolers the 

verse. Lead children to say 

the Bible verse together.

MAKE A JESUS BOOK

Tools: Bible, Jesus Pictures, 
white paper, stapler (teacher’s 
use), markers or crayons (opt.), 
glue sticks, sandwich bags

• Print a page of Jesus 
Pictures for each child. 
(The printable includes 
lines of text to put on book 
pages.) Cut out the pictures 
and text and put the pieces 
in a sandwich bag.

• Make a picture bag for each 
child in the class, plus a 
few bags for visitors who 
may attend today.

• Invite preschoolers to make 
a book about Jesus. Give a 
child 3 or 4 sheets of paper, 
folded in half, to make 
book pages. Then give her a 
bag with pictures and text 
that she can glue onto her 
book pages.

• As the child creates her 
Jesus book, help her 
recall stories about Jesus. 
Remark that Jesus was a 
teacher and a healer. He 
loved people and helped 
them.

ROLE PLAY MORNING 
ACTIVITIES

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
The First Easter, empty cereal 
boxes, waffle cartons, oatmeal 
boxes, other breakfast food 
containers, blanket and pillow 

• Arrange the blanket and 
pillow to resemble a bed. 
Invite a child to lie down 
and pretend she is waking 
up in the morning.

• Tell the child to pretend to 
dress, then go to breakfast. 
Ask the child what she 
would like to eat. Pretend 
to prepare the food.

• Tell about the special 
morning when Mary went 
to Jesus’ tomb and learned 
that Jesus was gone.

• Show the child the Story 
Picture. Point to the 
women outside the tomb. 
Point to the angel.

• Help the preschooler turn 
to Revelation 1:18 and say 
the Bible verse.
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